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AVING lately publiſhed a' 
Pamphlet, entitled, Practical 
0b/erontivel on the Cure of the Ve- 

nereal Diſeaſe by Mercury ; ; I was 
obliged,” by the Nature of my Sub- 
ject, to give an Account, in the beſt 
Manner I could, of every Preparation 
of that 1 but eſpecially of 
thoſe which I had made Trial of in 

my own Practice. I then reflected on 

the Inſufficiency of Mr. Key/er's Pills 
a8 A general Medicine; but this Cen- 
ſure fell in with my Experience. Nor 
did he ſuffer more by my Remark, 

than all others, who by their Noſ- 
trums endeavour to engroſs a ſupe- 
rior and excluſive Power of curing 
this Complaint. I there proved what 
I now aſſert, that ſuch Claims are 
A not 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


not only preſumptuous, but falſe; 
and very injurious to thoſe who are 
influenced by them. 

What I then wrote did not ariſe 
from Prejudice or Reſentment; nor 
did I mean to deſtroy the Profits of 
his Patent: But as he has been pleaſ- 
ed to call me to a public Account, 
Jam obliged, tho' againſt my Will, 
to enter the Liſts, and explain the 
Reaſons on which my Opinion of his 


Medicine is founded. 
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0 dont eaſed is Letter you fo 
1 55 favoured me with, but the 
Reſpect due both to the Subject and its 
Author, determined me to return an Anſwer 
as ſoon as poſlible. Permit me, however, 
firſt of all, to declare it as my Opinion, that 
a Writer, "with or without a Name, is en- 
titlec to juſt ſo much Reſpect as he has 


Reaſon 1110 Facts to ſupport what he ad- 
vances; ; ſo that the greateſt Names have no 


more Weight with me than the nameleſs, 


where the ipſe dixit only is on their Side. 
If others are of the ſame Sentiments, they 
will r at once the Reaſon why you 
was ſo 

nymous Author, and why I have not the 
leaſt Reſentment to any Thing your Letter 
contains. In Proof of which, I will do my 
utmoſt to rectify your Miſtakes; and fatisfy 
all 'your Doubts and Scruples concerning 
my Proceedings with reſpect to your Medi- 


eine, my Obſervations, and the anonymous 
A 2 Writer, 
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ſenſibly touched by me and the ano- 
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Writer, &c. You ſeem ſurprized, that I o 
not have employed my Pen in accounting fir 
the ſalutary O pern of the Bar b in Fevgs, 
Kc. rather than thoſe of Mercury in the Ve- 
nereal Diſeaſe. My Anſwer is, I never 
preſcribe the Bark, or any other Medicine 
that comes within the Province of the Phy- 
ſician; but that T have particularly confined 
my Attention to Mercury: The diſpenſing | 
of which, in the Venereal Diſeafe; on the 
Account of Cancres, Buboes, and many 
other Symptoms requiring chirurgical Treat- 
ment, has now for ſome Years been com- 
mitted to the Care of Surgeongg. 
Why then ſhould you expect me to employ 
my Time in what is ſo foreign to my Pro- 
feſſion, and which, you ſay, has ſo long 
fugzled the maſt. eminent Phyſicians. to account 
fer, to the Neglect of that which is proper 
to it, and with which I am neceſſarily better 
acquainted? To this you have already re- 
. plied, The Nature, of the Cure of the V. enereal 
Dzſeaſe by Mercury, is a thing known by al- 
moſt every Tyroof a Twelve-month's flanding. 
Hopeful Youths indeed! I ſhould be glad to 


Haar that your Pari/ian Spring produced the 
Fruits of Autumn, did I not fear they might 


be too crude for a happy Digeſtion, and 
portend a Famine in the Winter. However 
8 51 received and perfectly underſtood 
this Doctrine may be with you, it is not ſo 
with us: Even our Profeſſors have 3 
| 5 ne FEY 
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Sentiments on that Subject, and do not all tread 
this beaten Track of ours. Fyro's, you know, 
generally follow, their Leaders, and become 
the moſt zealous Partizans : The Reaſon is 
obvious. What is become of your truly 
great and immortal A/iruc? Are his Senti- 
ments on this Affair annihilated ? Is there 
not one Tyro to eſpouſe his Cauſe ? Here 
he has many who adhere ſtrictly to his Doc- 
trine, of the ſpeciſic and antidotai Qualities 
of Mercury in Venereal Diſorders. 1 might 
aſk the ſame Queſtions about pretty nearly 
the ſame Thing, uſually expreſſed by the 
Word Extinction, ſtill maintained by many 
here. But what I have ſaid will perhaps be 
ſufficient. to prove, that there is not, at leaſt 
with us,. that general Agreement you ſup- 
poſe, concerning the mechanical Operation 
of Mercury, whereby it cures the Venereal 
Diſeaſe; and which I have endeavoured 
publicly to demonſtrate, in my late Book of 
Obſervations. The Reaſons then for my 
writing on that Subject are not only appa- 
rent, but juſtifiable. Why then are you of- 
fended ? The only Reaſon I can aſſign is, that 
ſuch Reaſonings and Enquiries tend directly 
to the Diſcredit of ſecret and particular Pre- 
parations of Mercury, of which yours is 
one. The following Inference then (tho 
a notable Truth) could not be very agreeable. 
Away then with Arcanas, Noſtrums, and 
curious Preparations, Cc. they have no 9 
71 ut 
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not my Countenance. he Facts. be pro- 
duces are fully ſufficient to Juſtify ING 
timents concerning your Pills. 

I ſhould not deſpair” of- removing your 


Objections, were they not ſo nearly related 
to your Intereſt: For upon what other Founs ſi 
dation could you except to my Principles, t 
which for ought I ſee, correſpond entirely 
with your own. I have in that Piece. ſet q 
the Merits of Mercury, 1 in all its Forms and K 
Preparations, in a juſt and true Light; and k 
have ſhown the Method of applying them diſ- V 
tinctly or conjunctly, upon Principles that 8 
muſt inſure Succeſs. of 

In a Survey of this Kind, it was impoſ- af 
ſible for your Medicine to eſcape my Notice; * 
the more eſpecially, as I was experimentally * 
acquainted with it, having about ſeven Vears * 
ſince made Uſe of it in my own private Prac- * 


tice for the Space of ſix Months, or more. 
And the Reſult of theſe Trials, I have there 
expreſſed, agreeable to your Citation, That Key 


* Sec my Obſervations, Pag. 48. Sect. 76. 
I this 


Ie 


this Medicine of your's is more ſlow, uncer- 


tain, and dangerous, than any of the com- 
mon Mercurial Preparations to be met with in 


every Diſpenſatory or chemical Archive,” But 


to be more particular; thoſe Trials were con- 
ducted by me agreeable to your own print- 
ed Directions: That is, I gradually increaſ- 


ed the Doſe, and perſiſted in the Courſe, 


maugre the Oppoſition I met with from the 


Obſtinacy of my Patients, or the Diſeaſe 
itſelf: For I was ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed i in its 
Favour, by the Caſes contained in your Nar- 


rative; their Cure, there ſaid to be perform- 
ed by your Pills, and confirmed by the Teſ- 
timony of ſo many reſpectable Nana 

In - ſome Periods: of this Proceſs, I was 
flattered with Succeſs *, and in others diſ- 
appointed. Nor did my Patients receive any 
real Service from it ; but when it made the 
Mouth ſore, a Criſis common to every Spe- 
cies of Mercurials ; but in this the Length 
of Time, the enormous Doſes, and N ccelſtty 
of repeating the tedious Proceſs, were Dif- 


ficulties inſurmountable. Beſides the Diſ- 


eaſe, in ſome continued to increaſe, not- 
withſtanding the moſt rigorous Perſeverance 


in your Medicine; and obliged me of Ne- 


* This was the very Time the Propoſal mentioned by Mr. 


Keyſer was made; and when, as he juſtly obſerves, I compli- | 


mented him upon its Efficacy. See the following Caſe. 
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ceſſity to decline its further Uſe, without 
performing by it one ſingle Cure. 
But from all I have ſaid, I would not 
have you infer, that I deny the Pofhbility 
of its Curing. No; my real and impartial 
Deduction is, that your Medicine has no 
Right to claim Equality, much leſs $ Superio- 
rity, to other more common mercurial Pre- 
parations, as a general and univerſal Cure of 
the Venereal Diſeaſe: For as it is milder and 
weaker, ſo it is leſs efficacious than moſt 
of that Claſs; and of Courſe requires a tedi. 
ous Length of Time, and a vaſt Quantity of 
the Pills, to effect the Cure, whenever it is 
thereby obtained. In Proof of which, I ap- 
peal to the Caſes recited in your Letter and 
Narrative. It is fit only for weakened and 
exhauſted Conſtitutions: It is there that 
your's, or ſimilar ones, which every Difpen- 
ſatory abounds with, may be properly ap- 
plied, Whether ſuch a State be the Con- 
ſequence of the Diſeaſe itſelf, or of other 
more active Preparations; when, if they 
do not compleat the Cure, they will at leaſt 
prove a good Supplement or Auxiliary, till 
others more active and certain may be exhi- 
bited. | | 
It was ſuch an Inſtance; Sir, that you al- 
lude to, where I moſt juſtly complimented. a 
you upon its Efficacy : But I muſt now in- 
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form you, that as her Strength. increaſed, 
tle Venereal Symptoms again prevailed ; 
the Poiſon found Acceſs ihto the Body, even 
whilſt ſhe was taking your Medicine, pro- 
duced an Exoſtoſis on each Elbow, and a 
larger on the Leg. She nevertheleſs grew 
ſtronger; and tnore able to purſue a vigorous 
Courſe of Mercurials ; by which, and the 
Sarſaparilla Drink, frictly perſevered in for 
a Month; ſhe was perfectly cured, and re- 
mains well to this Day. 

I could have been glad to preſerve my 

Opinion of your Pills; and can appeal to 
your Correſpondent as a Witneſs, with what 
Candour, Conſtancy, and Impartiality, I 
perſevered in their Uſe for ſeveral Months ; 
but that Experience, which ariſes from 
ſtubborn Facts, obliged me to alter my Sen- 
timents. 

You will now give me Leave to correct 
an Error, in which you ſeem to triumph 
greatly. You have Letters from your Cor- 
reſpondent, you ſay, which inform you, that 
{wo Years ſince, or thereabout, I made an Offer 
to purchaſe a Share in your Medicine. When 
this Miſtake is rectified, it will ſtand thus: 
Somewhat more than ſeven Years fince, 1 
made, &c. For this Propoſal happened to 
be made at the very Time the Patient juſt 
mentioned was under my Care, and when 
the (and ſome others) ſeemed to have receiv- 
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ed much Benefit from your Pills *, My 
Book of Patients Names; her perfect Re- 
membrance of ſo unhappy a Period of Life; 
and the Evidence of a particular Friend of 
mine, whom I conſulted upon that Occa- 
fion, ſufficiently certify the Date of that 
Occurrence. 

There is another Circumſtance alſo, which 
I cannot help remarking. You were in- 
formed, it ſeems, That J praiſed your Pills 
fo a Degree of Enthuſiaſm. Now, as this 
is not my Manner of ſpeaking in general, 
it is much leſs ſo on Subjects relating to our 
Profeſſion, where we ſometimes find Reaſon 
to change the moſt ſanguine Opinions. The 
Obſervation I had then made, juſtified me 
in entertaining favourable Hopes, but not 
in pronouncing extravagant Encomiums. 

However, I can eaſily excuſe this Miſ- 
take, even without your Apology ; for it 1s 
not impoſſible that the particular Mode of 
my Expreſſion ſhould be forgot, where five 


Tears out of ſever have eſcaped the Memo- 


Let this be as it will, I doubt not but 
I then commended it, as far as I thought it 
deſerved; for I will ever do the ſtricteſt Juſ- 
tice to Men and Things that I am able. But 
ſeven Years, Sir, is a Space in which many 
Experiments may be made, and many Re- 
flections ariſe, that may oblige us to alter our 


* See Note, Page 5. | 
Opinion: 
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Opinion. It was theſe that made me a Le- 
veller of Mercurials, without Reſpect to par- 
ticular Preparations, reſolving the whole in- 
to the Skill and Diſcretion of the Perſon 
who adminiſters them. 

You will now be able to account, very 
readily, both for my Commendation and 
Diſapprobation of your Pills; why more than 
ſeven Years ago I would have given three 
Hundred Pounds to be a Proprietor ; and 
afterwards, I mean fix Months after the Pro- 
poſal, I would not give three Shillings to be 
the ſole Poſſeſſor of them. They may an- 
ſwer your Purpoſe ; they never could mine. 
. Nevertheleſs, I would not have you even 
ſuppoſe that I diſcredit the numerous Facts, 
ſo well authenticated, and fo often publiſh- 
ed; far otherwiſe ; For I concede to every 
Article therein mentioned, as much as could 
poſſibly be deſired to any Thing of the Kind, 
even to the utmolt of your Withes ; for I al- 
low them to be real Matters of Fact: But as 
I would not willingly be partial, fo I cannot 
in Conſcience deny that common Juſtice, 
which is due to other Narratives as well au- 
thenticated. What! ſhall I diſpute the Truth 
of thoſe numerous Cures wrought at Mont- 
pelier, by the extinctive Method, after Sali- 
vations, Belloſts Pills, and a great Variety of 
other internal Preparations have failed ? Can 
I doubt the Veracity of Dr. Deſault, and 


many other eminent Phyſicians of your Na- 
| B 2 | tion ? 
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tion! ? and our Countryman, Mr. Donglas's 
experimental Teſtimony of like Cures? But 
ſtill further : You may think me too credy- 
lous, perhaps; for I pay the ſame Reſpect 
to each of your Antagoniſts, who, whilſt 
decrying the Validity of thoſe Cures, wrought 
by their Opponent's Mercurial Medicines and 
Methods, extol their own, as the only Means 
by which that important Event ever was or 
can be accompliſhed. _ 

What better Teſtimony could we wiſh 
of the Efficacy of any Mercurial Prepara- 
tion, than what we have lately received from 
Vienna? where no leſs than 4880 Perſons, 
afflicted with the various Symptoms of this 
Diſorder, ſuch as they uſually ſalivated for in 
the ſame Hoſpital (St. Mark's) were perfect- 
ly cured by the Solution. 

Dr. Locher had the Care of theſe Patients, 
who were all actually examined, and the Rea- 
lity of their Cures confirmed by the celebrated 
=—_ Van Swieten. Have you any Authenti- 
fication ſuperior, or even equal to this ? But 
it would fill a Volume to relate the number- 
leſs and wonderful Cures performed, and 
very well atteſted by different -Mercurials, 
and different Perſons, in different Countries, 
before and fince your Time, with and with- 
out your Pills. And I would now inform 
the Author of the Parallel, notwithſtanding 


you think him my Oracle, that Vienna 15 not 


the 
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the only Place where Miracles are performs 
d. But I need dwell no longer on Facts 
ſo well known, and fo indiſputable. The 
Method of authenticating extraordinary Cures 
here, tho uſually confirmed by the moſt ſo- 
lemn Oaths, are but little regarded, becauſe 
they are ſeldom made Uſe of but by Empi- 
ties and Noſtrum-mongers, who are gene- 
rally ſuſpected by Perſons of liberal Educa- 
tion. Beſides, the Evidences are generally 
taken by Magiſtrates, and witneſſed by others 
who have no Manner of Knowledge of Me- 
dicine. 

I perceive that in this Reſpect you have 
the greateſt Advantage, ſince ſome of the 
Faculty of Phyſic and Surgery, and thoſe 
Men of the greateſt Reputation, have fre- 
quently witneſſed the Validity of your Cures 
in the moſt ſolemn Manner; Nous ſcuſſignes, 
&c. * but by what Means they were at firſt 
induced to comply with it, I have no Idea; 
for I believe, ſooner than any of the Facul- 
ty here would give their public Sanction to 
even as valuable a Secret as your's, they 
would ſuffer Amputation, and ſubmit to be 
Cripples all their Days. 

To be ſerious; I look on all theſe Au- 
thentifications as equally valid, when taken. 
The Patient appears to be cured, and no 
doubt is oftentimes really ſo ; becauſe Mer- 
curials, the only true and certain Antive- 


* Faber, Vol. II. Pag. 200. | 
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nereals, (tho' differently prepared) have been 
adminiſtered, any one of which, exhibiteg 
with Prudence and Perſeverance, will al— 
ways be attended with pretty nearly equal 
Succeſs; and where, though one ſhould 
fail, another will have a happier Effect; 
which I am perſuaded you have often ex. | 
perienced in other Caſes, as well as thoſe 
related at the End of your Letter # 
I could not wiſh for a ſtronger Proof of 
this Truth, than in the Caſe related by Mr, 
Le Cat; which, though he ſeems to think 
bell adapted to recal + the good Opinion of 
fome in Favour of your Medicine, ſerves only 
to confirm the Juſtice of my Remark. 

But I cannot forget this charming Thing 
called Authentifications, and the Advantages 
that might be derived from it, could it but 
here be procured in your Way, and appro- 
priated to myſelf without Alas ! my dear 
Sir, I could inftantly draw up ſuch a Cata- 
logue of Caſes, which (though nothing more 
than is common to every Practitioner) would 
redound greatly to my Honour and Reputa- 
tion; eſpecially, as every Patient ſhould pub- 
licly appear before my Judges, and ſolemn- 
ly atteſt every thing I relate; (as for thoſe 
who happen not to be ſo well as might be 


*. See my Obſervations, Sect. go. Pag. 29. 
+ [ now call M. Le Cat to witneſs, I am not fingular in 
my Opinion of this Medicine—that there are others, who 
once thought of it, as I did, but now think as I do. 
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wiſhed, I ſhould certainly keep them at 
Home) I would then publiſh my Narrative, 
and apply for an annual Penſion from our 
moſt gracious King, than whom no Prince 
in the World is fo great an Encourager of 
Merit ; nor could he be deceived or impoſ- 
ed upon herein, ſince the Facts would be 
real, and the Examination indiſputable. 
This done, I would voluntarily, gratefully, 
and unreſervedly, divulge to his Majeſty, all 
and every one of my ſecret Medicines, and 
Methods of Cure. I would preſent him 
with my late Obſervations, and an Abſtract 
of the Pharmacopœia's treating of Mercu- 
ry, defiring nothing more than his Royal 
Leave to make Uſe of them for my own 
private Benefit *. 

With Reſpect to the Analyſis of your Me- 
dicine, and the Machines conſtructed by 
Mr. Vaucanſon, I mean only, that ſince your 
Medicine is Mercury, and the Preparation 
of it (by your own Confeſſion) a very mild 
one, it poſſeſſes the Properties of a mild 


Preparation only fr; and that when we want 


a milder ftill, it may be had in pure, ge- 
nuine, unaltered Mercury. Or ſhould one 
of ſomewhat more Force be required, the 
Pilulæ Mercuriales of almoſt every Diſpen- 


® See Letter, Pag. 7, 8. 

+ It is therefore more {low and uncertain, and of Conſe- 
quence more dangerous than thoſe in common Uſe. See 
Pag. 6, 7. 
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fitory will anſwer the Purpoſe : But that all 
theſe are far too mild and ſluggiſh for com- 
mon Uſe—I fay common Uſe; for I am not 
ig r * the Propriety, and even Neceſ- 
ſity of them, at ſome particular Periods of 
a Venereal Patient's State of Health, as well 
as of his Diſeaſe. Nay, this is ſo generally 
known, that nothing is more common thaii 
_ Preparations, ſo ſimilar in Operation and Ef- 

fect to your's, that one might ſwear they 
were the very ſame, did we not know the 
contrary. You ſay a fimilar one is uſed by 
Meſſieurs the Surgeons of St. George's 8, who, 
it ſeems, have not diſcarded your Pills; be- 
cauſe they till diſcover their Approbation of 
them, by uſing another Compoſition of their 
own in the Form of Powders *, 
But to eur Pills were, in my 


900 


ſible. Neverthelch, I "cally think the P:lulz 
Mercuriales given every Night and Morning, 
from eight to ten Grains, with the Sarſa 
Drink, or the latter alone, would have cured 
that Patient much ſooner,” and more plea- 
fantly than your's. I ſpeak from Experi- 
ence, upon which thoſe Obſervations are 
founded which occaſioned your Letter. 
What Need then for ten, twenty, thirty 


* See Mr. Keyſer's Letter, Pag. 10, and Critical Review 
for October laſt, Fag. 312, 
Pills 


them. Your Patients are cettaln 


| Reaſons for publiſhing my Obſervations, nor 
C 
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Pills a Day enough ſurely to diſguſt any 
thing but a deſpaifing Martaf and theſe 
continued for four Months and A Half! I 
cannot conceive how he was able t ſwallow 
much 
more ſubmiſſive than ours ; for was. to or- 
der ſuch Doſes, I am confident they would 
never more ſee my Face; beſides, they ex- 
pect to be (and ſuch Cafes generally are) 
cured here, in leſs than two Thirds of the 
Time. 

Well, this cop Caſe of M. Le Cat, 
confirms me every Way in my Sentiments 
of the Mercurial Operation, and the ge- 
neral Inutility of your Pills, when com- 
pared with other and more common Mer- 
curial Preparations. I do not mean to de- 
tract from the Reputation of ſo celebrated a 
Man, who is well known, and as highly 
eſteemed in this Conntry. However, I can- 
not help obſerving, that he does not appear, 
from his Treatment of the Caſe above-men- 
tioned, to be either perfectly ſkilful in the 
Choice of Mercurials, or the Direction of 
their Operation, ſo neceſſary to the Cure of 
the Venereal Diſcaſe, which you ſay, every 
Tyro of @ Twelve-month's flanding is Mf 
ter f: For if every learned Profeſſor was 
perfectly accompliſhed in each Branch of 
Practice, Diſcoveries as well as Diſputations 
would for ever ceaſe. I ſhonld have had no 


vou 
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you of Conſequence have ever favoured me 
with a Letter. Perfection is not a human 
Acquirement. | 

I would, as you ſee, have willingly ap- 
propriatM that Character to your Pills — 
but alas! they had too many Symptoms of 


Imperfection. 
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Your humble Servant, &c. + 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Did not apprehend that the ſlight Ant- 

madverſions I made upon Mr. Keyſer, 
were ſufficient to juſtify ſo public a Reſent- 
ment as he has expreſſed againſt me : But 
to convince the World that I am not eager 
in adopting a new Opinion without Grounds, 
I think myſelf obliged, in Juſtice to the ano- 
nymous Author, to ſubjoin a few of his Facts 
and Reaſonings; which, in Concurrence 
with my own Experience, confirmed my 
Opinion concerning theſe famous Pills. But 


firſt, let me produce the Sentiments of Mr. 


Faber, Maſter in Surgery, Prefident of the 
Company, and Counſellor to the Committee of 
the Royal Academy of Surgery. 

That this Gentleman underſtands the Sub- 
ject on which he treats, will not be diſ- 
puted by any one that has read his Traitè des 
Maladies Venerienne,. This Work, which 
cannot be too highly eſteemed, is compriſed 
in two Volumes. He ſays *, This Re- 
medy reſembles all thoſe other Preparations 
of Mercury that are but of little Force and 


* Vol. II. Pag. 198. 2d Edition, publiſhed 1765. 


5 | Activity: 


IS * = _ _ l — 


r 
== = y << <= — — — - - 
DSS i Io —_— * 


pt 
= W 
M4 "Mm, 
47 
} is 
. 


| 


_— 
— - 


— 
* 


— — 
Rn 


(15 ] 
Activity: Nevertheleſs, when they are con- 
tinued for a long Time, they have ſometimes 
been attended with Succeſs; but if conſider- 
ed and uſed as a general Remedy, they will 
not anſwer the Purpoſe. 

<« That which has contributed to the Repu- 
tation of this Medicine, i is the numerous Cer- 
tikcates by which it hath been authenticated: 
But theſe Sorts of Proofs of the Goodneſs of 
a Remedy, are altogether Impoſitions on the 
Public. One may ſee a great Number of 
them in the Anſwer of Mr. Keyſer to Mr. 
Thomas *, ſigned by many en and 
Surgeons. 

« The Patients to whom theſe Teſtimonies 
relate, had Gonorrhœas, Cancres, Buboes, 
Phymoſes, Fici, Pains of the Limbs, ſwelled 

and indurated Teſticles. By a Month's Treat- 
ment, or thereabouts, theſe Symptoms diſap- 
pear. Immediately after which, they have 
the Aſſurance. publicly to atteſt the Cure of 
theſe Patients, by authentic Certificates, in 
the following Form: 

« Preſent A. B. C. D. Phy ſicians and Sur- 
geons. We atteſt, That — State of the 
underwritten Patient was conformable to 
Truth; and after having examined this Diſ- 
eaſe, and the Courſe of its Treatment, we 


* See Parallel, Pag. 189. where he ſays; the Reputation 
of an honeſt Man was ſacrificed in this fever ; of which 
| 6900 * were diſtributed. 


declare 
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declare-him to be welt cured. In Faith of 
which, &c. 

e One ma y judge, from 0 hath been 
ſaid in many ale of my Traite des Mala- 
dies Veneriennes, touching the Diſappearance 
of the pocky Symptoms, that theſe Atteſta- 
tions merit little Confidence, fince Experi- 
ence proves they are often Lies in the Event. 

« I ſhall not ſpeak of the Accidents which 
theſe Pills are faid to cauſe in different Pa- 
tients, becauſe I have never uſed them in 
my own Practice; but as they are exhibited 
by Mr. Keyſer univerſally, in every Stage of 
the Diſeaſe, there muſt neceffarily reſult 
from them Accidents more or leſs grievous, 
and very frequently the Pox itſelf “. 

< It appears from Mr. Key/er's printed Di- 
rections, they are very liable to ſalivate the 
Patient; for he orders them to be con- 
tinued till the Mouth is affected; then to 
ſuſpend their Uſe, till that Effect is remov- 
ed by Purges, which are to be repeated more 
or leſs Times, according to the Obſtinacy of 
the Diſeaſe. But this Method is injudicious, 
and counteracts the Deſigns of Nature in a 
great Number of Venereal Diſeaſes. During 
this Courfe of the Remedy, he permits his 
Patients to go Abroad, manage their Affairs, 
cat, drink, and exerciſe as uſual, without Re- 
gard to a proper Regimen, ſo neceſſary to a 
radical Cure. 


See Page 7. « N 
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© Nevertheleſs, all things being APY 

dered, they are rather more active than 

Mercurial Frictions, and very efficacious in 

certain ancient Poxes, where the Poiſon i 18 

degenerated, and incapable of being ſub- 
dued by the ſpecific Action of Mercury. 

« He fays, (Vol. II. Pag. 3 5 3.) the Pils of 
Mr. Keyſer: are leſs active than the Sub/imate 
Corroſive, and of Conſequence may be given 
with leſs Danger. (Here be relates the Caje 
of Dubois, as it may be read in Mr. Keyſer's 
Narrative and Letter, and then makes the fol- 
lowing Reflection:) Mr. La Motte from hence 
judges, this Remedy ſuperior to all others; a 
Miſtake the moſt egregious in a Phyſician | 
For Experience ever informs us, the ſame 
Remedy never can be properly preſcribed in 
every particular Caſe. It is abſurd, there- 
fore, to ſay that this Medicine is ſuperior to 
others, or indeed that it 1s abſolutely infe- 
rior *. 

This Patient, according to the Certificate 
of M. La Motte, had been before treat- 
ed with Frictions, taken the Turbith Mine- 
ral, Decoctions of the Woods, white Pre- 
* and the coralline Mercury +. I 


ſhall 


* See my Obſervations, Pag. 48. Sect. 76. 

+ Mr. Key/er's Narrative and Letter alſo inform us, that his 
Body became emaciated to the greatelt Degree; and that he 
was reduced to the laſt State of Weakneſs, He was therefore 
as fit a Subject for a mild Mercurial, as the Perſon whoſe 
Caſe 1s _ ed by M. Le Cat. Indeed, no other of that 


Claſs 
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ſhall not enquire whether theſe had been 
judiciouſly adminiſtered, fince we know for 
a Certainty, were they ſo applied, that Fric- 
tion, the Sublimate Corroſive, &c. have at 
leaſt equal Succeſs with Mr. Key/er's Re- 
medy,” : 

I ſhall conclude this Abſtract from Mr. 
Faber, with a Reflection which does me 
too much Honour, viz. That there is the 

reateſt Concordance between his Senti- 
ments of this (and others) Mercurial Medi- 
cine, and my own. 

He appears to be a thorough Maſter of 
the Subject he writes on; but the Imparti- 
ality and Generoſity he has diſcovered, not- 
withſtanding the injurious Treatment he 
complains of *, is truly admirable, and what 
I would ever with to imitate. 


Claſs, could be given him at that Time, without the utmoſt 


Hazard. I have myſelf frequently experienced the happy 
Effect of very mild Mercurials, in Caſes ſimilar to this; 
but eſpecially in Conjuction with the Sarſaparilla Decoction: 
And there are many Inſtances where this laſt Medicine alone 
has, in ſuch Circumſtances of the Diſeaſe, performed the moſt 
ſurprizing Cures. See my Tranſlation of Poerhaave,Pag. 356. 

* Our Author ſays, Mr. Kzy/er had lately attacked him 
in a Manner the moſt unjuſt ; and that in a Letter he wrote 
to a reſpectable Perſon, he had charged him with a Falſity, 
which he had not as yet condeſcended to anſwer. It ſeems 
from him, as if Mr. Kzy/er would not ſuffer any of his own 
Countrymen, however eminent, to ſpeak their Sentiments 
of his Medicine, with Impunity. 1 have, to prevent his 
charging me with ſelecting random Paſſages, tranſlated, or 
given the Senſe of all that Mr. Faber has ſaid. I refer our 
Readers to this celebrated Traite des Maladies Veneriennes, in 
Proof of it, I ſhall purſue the ſame Method with our ano- 


nymous Author, 
We 
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We thall now permit the anonymous Au- 
thot of the Purallele: des uifferentes Methods 
"de trditer la Maladie 'V tnerienne; to produce 
his Evidence. He divides his Hiſtory of 
your Medicine into two Periods: The 
firſt comprehends all the Manceuvres made 
Uſe of for its Eſtabliſnhment. The ſecond 
commences from its introduction into the 


Royal Hoſpitals. { at {rs ies 


) 


" FIRST PERTOD. 


* This Medicine, like all alin of the 
Kind, commenced its Reputation by the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of proper Perſons, who were em- 
þ loyed continually in different Circles, as 
Places of Entertainments, pubic Walks, and 
Coffee-Houſes; to extol its Merit, and to 
cauſe its Encomiums to be inſerted in the 
periodical Works, with which Paris is over- 
flowed, that a Medicine was diſcovered of ſuch 
admirable Properties, as would cure :nfall:- 
bly the Yenereal Diſeaſe without Delay, 
without auy Manner of Inconvenience; but 
above all, without Salivation; that erght 
or ten Days was ſufficient for a radical Cure, 
and that without any Sort of Precaution; 
ſince the Patient might eat, drink, and fol- 
low his ordinary Occupations.” 5 

* Theſe Promiſes, fo flattering, and pub- 
liſhed with ſo much Effrontery in the Face 


of the whole World, muſt of Neceſſity draw 
the 
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the Attention of thoſe, who, conſulting on- 
ly the Benevolence of their own Hearts, 
thought they ſhould do themſelves Honour 
by patronizing and ſupporting, with all their 
Credit, a Remedy ſo truly ſerviceable to their 
Fellow-Creatures. | 

The Parallel then demonſtrates how falſe 
thoſe Promiſes were, by informing us that 
the Soldiers, treated by thoſe Pills, were re- 
ſtrained by the ſtricteſt Injunctions, from 
all the - Liberties ſo publicly allowed; 
and fays, that- the Diſpenſors and Attend- 
ants of the Hoſpital of French Guards in 
the Rue de Burgogne, behind the Val de 
Grace, declare always that the Patients were 
falivated by theſe Pills, and for the moſt Part 
very copiouſly. He then aſks (reaſonably 
enough) how thoſe thus ſalivated could eat 
and drink as common, and follow their or- 
dinary Occupations without Reſtraint ? 

He next informs us of what pafled in the 
Hoſpital of Bicetre, Anno 1756, where they 
were tried by Mr. Thomas, at the Requeſt of 
a Friend of his, whom he was deſirous to 
oblige. His Report of their Inefficacy, that 
they produced Vomitings, Gripings, Cholics, 
and Dyſenteries; the Methods taken to diſ- 
credit Mr. Thomas's Teſtimony, and his E- 
jectment from that Hoſpital, in Confequence 
of thoſe Manceuvres. The Favour and Pro- 
tection he met with from the Archbiſhop, 
the chief Magiſtrates, and other reſpectable 

1 Per- 
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Perſonages, * reſenting his unjuſt Treat - 
ment, procured him the Place of Surgeon 
in Chief to the general Hoſpital, which he 
poſſeſſed till his Death, which happened in 
1701. 

We come now to three Caſes, publiſhed 
in the Journal OEconomique, 17 57, ſaid to be 
cured by Mr. Keyſer's Pills: But this is de- 
nied by our Author; and in a Letter pub- 
liſhed at Paris, wherein, ſays he, the Falſity of 
this Article, is expoſed. The ebe of {ar 
Caſes was authenticated by Mr. Guerin, July 
r. Thy Patient had, amon oft other 
Venereal Symptoms, a Bubo, which Mr. 
Keyſer ſaid was cancerous, thus expreſſed 
= Mr. Guerin, Qui avoit un coup d qil 
cancereux, All theſe were common Caſes. 
If therefore they were not cured, it was 
ſhameful; and if they were, I cannot 


conceive what Honour or Reputation could 


be derived to Mr. Keyſer's Pills (or, any o- 
thers) by their Publication. Page 199, pro- 
duces an Inſtance of the Advantage taken 
by the Author of the Journal of Medicine of 
the great and learned Aſtruc, who for ſome 
Reaſon or other happened not to put his 
Name to a Book of Tumours, then publiſh- 
ed by him. I juſt mention this, as it is ſo 
@-propos to our anonymous Writer. 

He next produces the Teſtimony of a 
Man, whoſe Evidence will ſcarcely be ex- 
cepted 
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cepted to by any one acquainted with the 
Name and Character of the great Dr. Afruc; 
who aſſerted, 1759, That the Remedy Mr. 
Keyſer adminiſters, under the Name of Dra- 
gees, cures as little as others. © It is a Fact 
well known, and which alſo I can myſelf 
atteſt, that J have ſeen within this laſt Year 
more than twelve Perſons, who after having 
taken this Remedy for three or four Months, 
had the Pox as bad as before; nay, worſe; 
on Account of the Loſs of Time ſuſtained 
by taking them. Nevertheleſs, ſays he, one 


cannot deny that Kev/er's Pills do ſometimes 


palliate the Diſeaſe; nay, even efface the 
„Fe of it for ſome Time, and thus 
deceive thoſe who patronize them: But then 
the Diſorder not only returns again, with 
greater Violence, but it is alſo more difficult 
to cure than ever.“ 

If this Teſtimony was really given by Dr. 
Aſtruc, I cannot help thinking he was rather 
more ſevere than he ought to be: For it is 
certain there is no Kind of Mercurial Prepa- 
ration whatever, but what will ſometimes 
cure, even the worſt Species of the Venereal 
Diſeaſe, when properly adminiſtered. We 
are very ſure that Mr. Keyſer's is of that Spe- 
cies, and that it is entitled as ſuch to ſome, 
Eſteem, though. in an inferior Degree: to 
moſt others, conſidered in a general View. 

The latter Part of this Period is filled with 


an Account of the Methods practiſed, to 


D 2 procure 
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procure the Admifſion of this Medicine into 


the Military Hoſpitals of the Upper and 
e NN during: the lalt . | 


SECOND PERIOD; 


Finiſher the Hiſtory of its Ecabliſhment 
in- the Military, and its Introduction into 
Royal Hoſpitals : He recites a long Letter, 
dated Verſailles, Sept. 1762, ſigned by the 
Name of M. Le Duc de Choiſcul, and ſent to 
the Intendants of the Army. In this Letter 
Orders are given to cauſe the Phyſicians and 
Surgeons to make Uſe of Mr. Keyſer's Pills, 
for which many Reaſons are urged ; Amongſt 
the reſt, that of leſening the Expence, ſince 
it was now become the Property of the King, 
and of Conſequence an Article of _ Fi- 
nance. 

One Expreſſion contained in this Epiſtle 
is, I am determined to puniſh, and alſo remove 
thoſe Surgeons, who do not comply with theſe 
Orders. Thoſe who did not were d:/card- 
ed, and thoſe who had uſed a Box or ſo of 
Mr. Keyſer's Pills, lupplicd their Places; that 
is, were rewarded *. 

From Page 223 to 276, is principally oc- 
cupied with Extracts from, and Reflections 
on, Mr. Keyſer's Inſtructions for the taking 
of his nr impreſſed 24 Order of the Nelas 
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1762. 
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1762. From which it appears, that 
they produce all thoſe Effects (whenever 
they do any Service) peculiar to every other 
Species of Mercurials, even to Salivation; 
and that theſe Effects are brought about, 
by gradually increaſed Doſes, till the Quan- 
tity of Pills taken become enormous, 
and continued a long Time. That they 
produce oftentimes Vomitings, Gripings, 
and violent Dyſenteries, he appeals to theſe 
Inſtructions of Mr. Key/er,. to the Hoſpitals 
of Beſangon, Montpelier, Straſburg, Mets, 
and Mezzeres, &c. in Proof of his Aſſertions. 
He now aſks again, How theſe Patients can 
eat, drink, and manage their Affairs? and 
ridicules, what he calls a Fineſſe of Mr. Key- 
ſer's ; where he ſays, I is not the Treatment, 
but the Diſeaſe, which prevents their enjoying 
thoſe Privileges. He compares Mr. Key/er's 
Pills to the Panacea Mercurius Dulcis, 'Tur- 
bith Mineral, and many other Mercurial 
Preparations, which have at one Time or 
other had a Reputation equal to his Medi- 
cine. He conſiders them all as inſufficient 
to cure a confirmed Pox; but that Mr. Key- 
er's is ſo, he declares from his Experience: 
For, ſays he, I have ſeen it with my own Eyes 
at Montpelier, where Mr. Sarrau, who treat- 
ed many Patients with the Venereal Diſeaſe, 
had one who had taken theſe Pills for eight 
Months without any Benefit, that was after- 
cured by Frictions. The Regiſre of Picetre, 


and 
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ind the Petite Maiſons at Paris, are filled 
with the Names of thoſe who had taken them 
without Succeſs. | ene 

An eminent Surgeon who attended on the 
Adminiſtration of theſe Pills at Beſanpon, ſays, 
that the Soldiets treated there were cured in 
Appearance ; but that the Uſage of this Re- 
medy cauſed violent Gr:pings and Dyſente- 
ries ; that the common Doſe rarely ſufficed; 
that thoſe who took two Boxes were always 
ſalivated ; that the Treatment of Buboes 
was very long and dangerous: Thoſe that 
were opened did not ſuppurate well; the 
Diſcharge was ichorous, their Edges callous; 
and the whole Sore terrible to behold. They 
might be ſaid to be cancerous, although they 
were true Venereal Buboes ; Ce/t le coup d il, 
Sc. All which, &c. might have been avoid- 
ed by other and better Treatment. 

A Surgeon in the Country, ſays he, wfites 
me Word, that he had lately a Patient under 
his Care, who had taken 1900 of theſe Pills, 
without Benefit ; and that he had cured him 
by Mercurial Frictions. Another Surgeon 
writes thus from Beſangon, where Mr. Ber- 
ner has the Care of the Venereal Patients: 
« This Medicine does not ſucceed in the Go- 
norrhcea; it renders Buboes cancerous; where 
it ſucceeds, it ſalivates, according to the In- 
ſtructions of Mr. Keyſer.“ p 


\ 
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ParTICULAR Casrs, 


Fean Voꝛver Soldier, of the Regiment Fo 
Nice, of the Company of Chandepy, remain- 
ed four Months and a half at the Hoſpital of 
Montpelier for a Venereal Bubo, which was 
open when he was admitted. He took 1160 
of Keyſer's Pills, and was not cured. He 
was ſent to breathe his natural Air, but re- 
mained the ſame, till he was again preſented 
to the Hoſpital of Manipelier. 

A Man, named Arzaux, Soldier, of the 
Regiment of Lyonnots, of the Company of 
Maupertuis, was taken into the Hoſpital of 
Montpelier. He took 730 of theſe Pills for 
a Cancre under his Prepuce, which re- ap- 
peared with many Puſtules, eight Days after 
his Diſmiſſion from the Hoſpital. He was 
afterwards ſent to the 3 of Metz to be 
cured... - 

George Vidame Soldier, of the fans Cot 
pany of Maupertuis, took 960, at the Hoſ- 
pital of Montpelier, He had Cancres and a 
Gonorrhœa: The Cancres diſappeared; the 
Gonotrhœa continued. Forty Days after bis 
Diſmiſſion, Condyloma's appeared upon his 
Anus. He was then ſent to Metz to be 
cured, where the Pills were again ufd: And 
though the Phyſicians and Surgeons did then 
authenticate his Cure, it is nevertheleſs cer- 
tain, that his Diſorder returned in a few 
Days, and that he underwent a third Treat- 
ment 


tions, Pag. 14, Introduction. 
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ment on that Account : Then it is, he ſays, 
Ou feroit un Volume, &c. * 

M. Luce, Intendant of Straſburgb, order- 
ed, in the Month of July, 1765, the Sur- 
geon Major of the Troops garrifoned in 
that City, to repreſent the State of their Sol- 
diers in each Regiment, who had Tons treat- 
ed by theſe Pills. 

In the Regiment of Picardie, out 4 twen- 
ty-three Soldiers, four had Pains' of their 
Limbs, without any other Symptoms when 
they entered. Theſe Pains continued the 
ſame. Six others were not cured. '' They 
either had Cancres, fiſtulous Buboes, with 
indurated Glands, or Condyloma' 8, All thoſe 
who had taken the Pills for the Gounorthca, 
were not at all relieved. 

One Soldier of the Royal Artillery, | after 
having taken 3000 of theſe Pills, had an Ex- 
oſtofis of the Tibia. He ſpeaks nearly the 
ſame of the Regiment de la Marche Prince, 
Sc. whoſe Venereals remained from po, 60, 
to 78 Days in the Hoſpital of Meaieres; 
and ſays, theſe Inſtances afford the moſt po- 
ſitive Proofs againſt the contrary Atteſtation 
of the Surgeon Major at An. He thus 
3 1 

After the Informations W from all 
Parts concerning the bad Effect of theſe Pills 
of Mr. Keyſer, what Credit can be given to 


* See Mr. Keyſer's Letter, Pag. 4. and my Obſerva- 
the 


SS 
the Liſts eyery two Months in the Mercury 
of France ?: As that of January 1764, where 
they ſay thirty Soldiers were thereby cured; 
of which. twelve had before uſed: Frictions, 
without Effect. This is averred without 
Proof; but we (ſays our Author) can give 
a hundred Inſtances of Gentlemen cured by 
Frictions, where the Pills have failet. 
In the ſame Mercury, Jan. 1764, Vol. I. 
Pag. 129, is an Extract of a Letter wrote by 
* Dudarquies, Commiſſary of War at Tou- 
„to the Duc de Chorſeul, giving an Ac- 
— of a cancerous Tumour of the Lip 
cured by theſe Pills. Our Author exclaims 
againſt this Account, as a groſs Impoſition 
on the Duc de Chorſeul aud the World. The 
Patient's Name was Claude Guichard, Can- 
noneer to the Corps Royal of the Company 
of Charpaſin, who entered the Hoſpital of 
Toulon, on the Account of two Buboes. This 
Cancer broke out a Month after he had taken 
400 Pills, and increaſed till it had corroded 
the Cartilage of the right Ala of his Noſtril. 
On the 27th of December, 1763, he was ad- 
mitted to the Royal Hoſpital of Montpelier, 
How then could M. Dubargures give this At- 
teſtation in January 1764? Or Mr. Keyſer's 
Medicine cure @ 7rue Cancer of the Lip, when 
it had failed in a Venercal Bubo, whoſe Aspect 
ang x was cancerous — U coup d l Sc. 


— — 
— 
* 


—— LOS 


* 
— —— — — 


ö 
N 
1 
114 
1 


— 
— 


— — 
* = «> 
LIE 


Was at Straſoourg *: © In the Beginning of 


- £3; —— — 
— - - — 


1 


32 


He next relates the Caſes of a Nobleman 
and a Gentleman of our Country, where 
theſe Pills failed. Their further Uſe was 
prohibited by Mr. Cæſar Hawkins, who af. 
terwards cured both theſe Patients. He ſays, 
the Surgeons Major of the French Troops are 
fully convinced of their Inutility, but that 
they are obliged to give their Certificates, 
and keep up the Deception, or loſe their 
Employments. 5 | 


I have now done with our anonymous Ayu- 
thor, from whom I might have ſelected 
much more to the ſame Purpoſe. But this 
is ſufficient for my preſent Deſign, which was 
to ſhow what Kind of Evidences he produces 
againſt Mr. Keyſer's Medicine. 10 

I have juſt received the following Anec- 
dote from a Gentleman of the Faculty at 
Leyden, who was a Student at Straſbourg, in 
Alſace, for ſeveral Vears; where, ſays he, 
They are obliged, by Order of the King 
of France, to follow Mr. Keyfer's Method in 
the public Hoſpitals, though it is contrary to 
the Judgment of molt of the Surgeons ; who 
object, that the Cure is by no Means certain. 

The following Fact happened while he 


the 
* Theſe are his Words: “ Initia ann, 1765, uſſu regis 


Gallinrun omnibus luc Celtica laborantibus, & in noſocomio Gal- 


lice argeutinæ decambentibus exhivebantur pilule Kyſeri, Ade. 
1 | rant 
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the Year 1963, more than two hundred 
Soldiers were at one and the ſame Time put 
under Mr, Keyſer's Method for the Cure of 
the Venereal Diſeaſe, and were ſoon diſmiſſed 
the Hoſpital as perfectly cured: But in a 
few Weeks the Diſorder appeared again in 
moſt of theſe Patients, who were admitted 
a ſecond Time; when, convinced of the 
Inſufficiency of Mr. Keyſer's Pills, they pe- 
tition to be ſalivated. Which being grant- 
ed, they underwent that Proceſs about the 
Month of Auguſt the fame Year.” My Cor- 
reſpondent then informs me, the Advocates 
for Mr. Keyſer alledge, that theſe Fellows 
had received a freſh Infection; but that of 
this there was no Proof pro nor contra. 

As to affirmative Proofs of this Kind, it 
is needleſs to require them, becauſe they are 
ſeldom or never granted; nor are they at all 
neceſſary here: For if all theſe Soldiers had 
acquired a freſh Infection, they muſt needs be 
ſenſible of it, or at leaſt that they deſerved it, 
which is the ſame Thing (as it reſpects their 


Conſciouſneſs and Conduct:) I ſay, why 


then ſhould they requeſt to be ſalivated for 
a freſh Complaint ? which at the worſt could 


rant tunc temporis plus quam 200 milites, quorum plurimi ſalo hoc 
remedio brevi ad priſtinam redibant ſanitatem. Vix aliquas ſep- 
timanas reliquerant noſodechium cum morbo recrudeſcente, in plu- 
rimis, noſocomium iterum ſalutabant. Horrebant remedium Ky- 
feri & petebant ſalivationem, & verſus menſem Auguſtum incipie- 
bant frictiones mercuriales adhiberi illis qui per Kyſeri remedium 
uon curari poterant. 


not 
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not be more than a real or ſpurious Gonot:z 
rhœa, in ſo very ſhort a Space as a few 
Weeks, when they had ſo lately experienced 
the Sweetneſs, Eaſe, Pleaſure, and Profit of 
the Dragees, to the perfect Cure of all their 
former Venereal Symptoms, of what Degree 
or Kind ſoever. I will therefore venture to 
aſſert, without Hejitation, that either the 
old Complaints were not cured, or that a 
Majority of two hundred French Soldiers 
were downright Fools or Madmen. If what 
has been faid from my own Experience, 
from M. Faber, the Parallel, and the above 
Fact, ſhould not be thought ſufficient to 
prove, That Mr. Keyler's Remedy is more 


flow, uncertain, and dangerous (as a general 


Medicine) than other more common Mercurial 
Preparations to be met with every where, it 
is in my Power to favour the Public with 
many more ſubſtantial Evidences to- that 
Purpoſe ; but theſe appear to me at preſent 
unneceflary, and would greatly exceed the 
Limits of a Letter. 
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